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Religious leaders play a critical role in promoting community resilience. During
challenges faced by communities such as disasters ,emergencies, conflict and crisis,
religious leaders, religious communities and religious organizations, not only help
communities to cope with them, but also to bounce back to normalcy. Further, religious

leaders could shape the way communities perceive challenges and change.

The Pillars of Resilience Project funded by the Small & Mighty Grants Program of The
U.S. Embassy Colombo, administered through Sarvodaya, implemented by Resilience
Research, Training and Consulting in collaboration with the Disaster Preparedness and
Response Division of the Ministry of Health and the Disaster Management Center of the
Ministry of Disaster Management is aimed at building the capacity of religious leaders on

Community Resilience.

Under this project, we were able to train 207 religious leaders from all major faiths of Sri
Lanka at six locations through one day workshops. This symposium book is produced with
the contributions from guest writers as well as participants who completed the Pillars of
Resilience training to be shared during the Interreligious Symposium on Community
Resilience on 22.08.2019 in the Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training
Institute in Colombo. The contributions of the Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka in
organizing this symposium as well as publishing this Symposium Proceedings is greatly

appreciated. We would also like to thank all the writers for their valuable contributions.

Dr. Novil Wijesekara
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Resilience Hub

Resilience Research, Training and Consulting

194, Koskanaththa Road, Mampe, Piliyandala.
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novil.wijesekara@gmail.com
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Guest Article

The Role of Religious Leaders in Disastrous Events

Prof. Samantha Ilangakoon?
!Dean, Faculty of Buddhist Studies, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
Correspondence: ilangasamanta@yahoo.com

Abstract

Seven dimensions of religions which explain different types of roles in
religions at the social and cultural levels have been identified. The positive
involvement of religious personalities in the development of this life and after
has been recognized. Though modern man expects rational answers for the
cause of disasters, the religious explanations are still valid in common man’s
life. The role of religion in disastrous events cannot be undermined. Almost
all institutionalized religions’ survival bases on the number of followers that
is the social capital. Therefore, religions have teachings to help others
especially in need. The concept of ‘other’ plays an important role in all
religious teachings. The otherness is similar to me is the key idea behind that.
So the other should be protected and respected. As a traditional system of
knowledge, religious teachings can be productively and constructively used
to solve problems of modernity. This paper urges religious leaders who hold
the position of social healers to continue as mediators to solve disastrous
problems of this life and after life of this innocent being.

Keywords: Role of religious leaders, disasters, disastrous events, social

capital, otherness

Ninian Smart, an eminent scholar in Religious Studies once introduced seven dimensions
of religions which explain different types of roles in religions at the social and cultural
levels. One of the most important dimensions of those is the secular and profane dimension

that demands the balanced life style of a particular religious follower. This dimension



further confirms the positive involvement of religious personalities for the development of
this life and after life. In the past when man experienced disasters either as natural or man
created there was no other ways except religion to justify or understand causes behind
them. Thus ancient man found causes for disasters based on faiths and believes. After an
earthquake or a land slide the consoled themselves thinking they had occurred due to their
faults and had been punished by divinity. They were content with those faith based
interpretations. Now modern man expects rational based answers for disasters. Anyway
religious interpretations are still valuable to make up their minds and to create the
normalcy. A Buddhist may think such a trauma as a result of past kamma and confirm of
not doing unwholesome deeds in future. A Hindu may try to make up mind thinking of the
fate. A Muslim or a Christian may consider of will of God. Then the life may restart again.
Firstly they were ready to accept disasters, calamities and conflicts are as natural and
secondly aftermath of such events they could manage them using religious teachings and

believes.

Karl Marks defined religion as the opium of the people. This has been met with hundreds
of critics. For my understanding this is what exactly the religion did during early stages of
capitalism. | we take the whole definition into account Marks talked about the pragmatic
value of religion for the hope of people as they lost every hopes due to labour exploitation,
discrimination and alienation. It was religion, the only social institution that helped people
to make their lives and regained the loss of happiness. The religious place allowed the
suppressed people to have a sigh. Religion was the heart of a heartless world. Religion is
the soul of a soulless world. In this way religion helped people to console and create hopes
for future. Even today this has not been changed much. In a society where everything is
measured and valued on capital, religion talks about humanity and ethics. Thus religious

contribution for social welfare, happiness, integration and intervention can be commended.

Almost all institutionalized religions’ survival bases on the number of followers that is the
social capital. Therefore religions have teachings to help others especially in need.
Religious founders also exemplary had shown the relevance of altruistic behaviours in the
context of society. In fact religious founders were born in this world during disastrous
situations. The Buddha found man’s main problem as suffering. For theistic religions man

has committed the original sin and consequently in a stage of disaster. According to



Hinduism all Avataras of Vishnu appear in this world when there is a calamity either in the
society or environment. If we follow the biographies of those religious leaders we have to

help others especially in needy disastrous times.

The concept of ‘other’ plays an important role in all religious teachings. The otherness is
similar to me is the key idea behind that. So the other should be protected and respected.
This concept gives a multiple ideas as the other could be any being or thing. This is further
reflected by the ethical theory of Golden Rule. It can be used as the basis of social service.
The Buddhist moral principle of Golden rule is that “one should treat others in exactly the
same way as one treats oneself”. Among the five pillars of Islam Zakat or giving practice
show the importance of accepting the other. Being generous is a mandatory moral in Islam

as it believes each depends on the other.

As a traditional system of knowledge, religious teachings can be productively and
constructively used to solve problems of modernity. As religious founders are no more the
responsibility inevitably goes to religious leaders. Religious leaders in the forms of a
monk, moulavi, kurukkal or clergy can continue this service further as the situation has
become bad to worse during the last two decade. Finally 1 would like to urge religious
leaders who hold the position of social healers to continue as mediators to solve disastrous

problems of this life and after life of this innocent being.
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external circumstances collectively are called environment’(The New International

Webster’s Comprehensive Dictionary of the English Language, p.425.)
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Guest Article

Environmental Preservation and Disaster Prevention: A Brief Survey of the
Buddhist View

Senior Lecturer Rev. Aluthgama Wimalarathana Thero!
!Department of Buddhist Culture, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka

Correspondence: aluthgamaw@bpu.ac.lk

Abstract
The relationship between the human being and the environment is complex
and close. Lord Buddha was a noble teacher who had a wholistic
understanding of the environment; hence Buddhist teachings are closely
connected with the environment. The Buddhist view of the beauty of the
environment, the intimate relationship between the environment and the
human being, and the duty of the human being to protect the environment has
been examined with the support of the Suttas and other sources in this article.
Disasters have been considered as a type of dangerous interaction between
the environment and the man. The positive and environmentally-friendly
approach recommended by Lord Buddha and His disciples for disaster

prevention is discussed.

Key words: Environmental Preservation, Disaster Prevention, Buddhism

and Environment
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Guest Article

Role of Religious Leaders in Promoting Community Resilience
A Biblical Perspective

Pastor Delbert Pearman?
President, Sri Lanka Mission of Seventh-day Adventists
Correspondence: delbertpearman@gmail.com

Abstract

The Holy Bible teaches the common brotherhood of mankind and God’s
intimate involvement with each people group. As leaders of our various
religions, we have God-given obligation to lead our adherents in recognizing
the common brotherhood of all people and to recognize that what benefits or
ails one sector of society impacts all of us. Every religion has as its main
tenant, supreme love to God and to care for our neighbor. The problem is
often identifying who our neighbor is. That problem is easily solved when
we take the position that “anyone in need” is our neighbor. It is an
appreciation for our common heritage that binds us together for the good of
each other that makes our communities resilient in times of distress and

prosperous in times of normality.

Key words: Common brotherhood, care in need, resilience communities,

religious leadership in disasters

The Holy Bible teaches the common brotherhood of mankind and God’s intimate
involvement with each people group. This fundamental truth is revealed in the following
Bible text:

God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.... And He has made from one
blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face for the earth and has determined
their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings (Acts 17:24, 26,
Holy Bible).
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The wise man Solomon previously promoted this concept by saying, “The rich and poor
have this in common, the Lord is the maker of them all” (Proverbs 22:2, Holy Bible).
These two texts, along with others, illustrate that we are all woven together in a great web
of humanity and what evil happens to any one part of humanity imperils us all (White
1905, p. 345), therefore we have a sacred responsibility to God to look out for each other’s

wellbeing.

Our common origin places solemn obligations upon us to care for those who are in need.
“He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, but he who honors Him has mercy on
the needy” (Proverbs 14:31, Holy Bible). Not only did God command that the poor and
distressed be cared for, but also gave a plan by which the they could be cared for
(Deuteronomy 14:22-29, Holy Bible), have their family debts cancelled every 50" year
(Leviticus 25:8-23, Holy Bible) and be guaranteed weekly periods of rest and worship
every 7" day (Exodus 20:8-11; Hebrews 4:4-11, Holy Bible). All of this was for the

promotion of social equality and community resilience.

In commenting on the story of the Good Samaritan recorded in Luke 10:25-37, Holy Bible,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) said, “The first question which the Priest and the
Levite asked was, ‘if I stopped to help this man, what will happen to me?’ But the good
Samaritan reversed the question: ‘If I don’t stop to help this man, what will happen to

him?’” We have a duty to care for each other.

As leaders of our various religions, we have God-given obligation to lead our adherents in
recognizing the common brotherhood of all people and to recognize that what benefits or
ails one sector of society impacts all of us. Every religion has as its main tenant, supreme
love to God and to care for our neighbor. The problem is often identifying who our
neighbor is. That problem is easily solved when we take the position that “anyone in

need” is our neighbor.

Recognizing and appreciating our common origin will motivate us to work together to
resolve common problems. Not only does God desire this of us but requires it. Working
together will lead us to accomplish greater results than if we attempted solutions

independent of each other.
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The Seventh-day Adventist Church has incorporated in its mission to the world the duty of

providing relief to the communities affected by misfortune and calamity. As such:

Seventh-day Adventists believe that actions to reduce poverty and its attendant injustices
are an important part of Christian social responsibility. The Bible clearly reveals God’s
special interest in the poor and His expectations as to how His followers should respond to
those who are unable to care for themselves. All human beings bear the image of God and
are the recipients of God’s blessings (Luke 6:20, Holy Bible). In working with the poor,
we follow the example and teaching of Jesus (Matthew 25:35, 36, Holy Bible). As a
spiritual community, Seventh-day Adventists advocate justice for the poor and speak up
for those who cannot speak for themselves (Proverbs 31:8, Holy Bible) and against those
who deprive the poor of their rights (Isaiah 10:2, Holy Bible). We participate with God
who secures justice for the poor (Psalm 140:12, Holy Bible) — Seventh-day Adventist
Official Statement on Global Poverty, June 24, 2010.

It is an appreciation for our common heritage that binds us together for the good of each
other that makes our communities resilient in times of distress and prosperous in times of

normality.

“He (God) has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).

References

e Holy Bible, New King James Version (1997) Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas
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Abstract

Religious Institutions play a pivotal role in communities, especially in Asian
countries such as Sri Lanka, both in community development and
humanitarian activities. Hence, it is it is imperative to understand how these
entities can be leveraged and supported to build resilient communities.
Altruistic and benevolent attitudes and teaching which are prevalent across all
religions make religious organizations to be perfect foci of relief and response
in the aftermath of disasters. In the meantime, they could also pay a sustained
role in walking through communities through long-term recovery. On the
other hand, religious organizations can pay a key role in disaster preparedness
activities towards making communities more resilient. This paper highlights
the need for wider dialogue and research in engaging religious organizations

change agents towards making resilient communities.

Key words: Religious institutions, community resilience, disaster response,

disaster recovery, disaster preparedness
Introduction

Religious Institutions are defined as places of worship such as churches, temples, mosques
and other and institutions that exist to support and manage the practice of a specific set of
religious beliefs'’. On the other hand, when faith-based organizations are defined, it talks
about organizations that are rooted in a particular faith carrying out programs and services

related to that faith, but the activities are not necessarily what would be considered faith

17 http://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary-term/religious-institutions (UNESCO)
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activities'®. Faith Based Organization (FBO) is also defined as an organization affiliated to
a religious body that attribute its mission statement and decision making processes to
religious values, has a governance structure, is formed by the appointment of board
members or staff is based on religious beliefs and receives large share of financial support
from religious sources®®. In this article, we aim to discuss about the role of religious
institutions as defined above, which are most often managed by religious leaders and
sometimes by community members or an umbrella organization that manages and supports
these institutions. Although there is a clear distinction between FBOs and religious
institutions, the terms seem to be often used interchangeably in the literature and in

practice.

In nations, like Sri Lanka, religious institutions become key part of community
development and humanitarian activities, therefore, it is imperative to understand how
these entities can be leveraged and supported to build resilient communities. Religious
institutions were able to successfully engage in a variety of relief activities during and
aftermath of a humanitarian crisis such as distributing food and non-food items, restoring
education, and sheltering displaced people in religious centers, due to the nature of
religious institutions in terms of their knowledge of the constituency they serve, long term
presence within local populations, and standing as a trusted partner within these
communities. However, there is a need felt to include religious institutions within an
overall operational framework to proactively engage them in community resilience. An
important question is also raised into assessing local partnerships with religious institutions
and how to best create an atmosphere that will lead to an increase in cooperation between

these two entities.

Religious institutions and post-disaster response

All faith has moral values and traditions to extend helping hand for the people at difficult
times, which has become the flexibility and capacity to shift focus to provide for the needs
of a community after a disaster, and often the physical space or financial strength to

18 https://non-profitconsultant.com/what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-faith-based-organization/
19 Ferris, Elizabeth. 2005. "Faith-based and secular humanitarian organizations." International
review of the Red Cross 87 (858): 311-325.
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provide key resources for their local communities?. “Religious institutions and faith based
organizations are important players in disaster relief, and as disaster relief fatigue pushes
the burden onto local communities, religious institutions will be able to bear a significant
portion of the responsibility”.?!

A report published by Monash and RMIT University found that in responding to 2004
Tsunami, efforts in Sri Lanka and India had raised some concerns about housing and
explored the intersection of physical and social planning within these communities (Shaw
et al. 2010). The report highlighted the need for NGOs to partner with a local community
groups to help with aid distribution activities. These are considerations that might have
been smoothed over by the use of an effective religious institution to expedite the
relocation and rebuilding efforts, because most of the FBOs are seen as trusted partners.
Because in many communities across the South and East coast of Sri Lanka which were
badly devastated by Tsunami, local religious institutions are an omnipotent presence,

partnering and leveraging religious institutions can help with trust issues that may arise.

The ability to recover from a disaster is a long term and costly operation. It can only
happen in a lasting way if there is a multi-pronged vision towards helping individuals
recover physically, mentally, and materially in the present, and helping mitigate
destruction in the future. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunamis
are not a one off proposition. They will continue to ravage areas that are prone to them
which means that communities that have been affected in the past will be affected in the

future.

Religious institutions play a vital role in disaster response and recovery framework. With
disasters and complex humanitarian crises are on the rise, organizations that are embedded
within communities are in a better position to react and have superior staying power, as
long term aid partners. With the ability to scale up or down in terms of human resources,
raising funds quickly, and draw upon pre-existing knowledge particular to the population
in need, religious institutions must become further integrated into response efforts and

should be factored into the relief supply chain by large NGOs and INGOs.

2 Goldberg, Z. (2015). “Faith-Based Organizations in Disaster Relief: Locally-Based Strategies for
a Higher Demand Future.”, available at
https://surface.syr.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&arti
cle=1832&context=honors_capstone (accessed 25 January 2017)

2 jhid.
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Religious institutions and pre-disaster preparedness

One crucial question remains as to how religious institutions can further develop their
partnership abilities with local humanitarian systems and coordination architecture well
before disasters occur. For example, partnering with local entities can be a considerable
challenge for religious institutions that if remedied, could further increase the effectiveness
of religious institutions within the community. However, in order to reach good
partnership and coordinated response model, where religious institutions are part of the
partnerships, types of entities approached to form partnership and their attitudes towards
religious institutions are important factors in determining the success of a collaboration. A
do no harm approach needs to be carefully articulated by all concerned stakeholders who

aim to foster a partnership in disaster management work.

National and local governments recognize the importance of religious institutions and
faith-based organizations in humanitarian and community development initiatives,
however there is a lack of mechanism to integrate faith-based organizations fully into the
system. The lack of integration of religious institutions and faith-based organizations in the
community development and crisis management process at national and local levels leads
to ineffectiveness in the outcomes, when they become part of the implementation system
mostly in the faith oriented societies. Therefore, it is important to improve knowledge and
skills of religious leaders and members of faith-based organizations in community
resilience, so that their capacity could be improved by identifying the gaps and needs for

capacity building®.
Final words on the role of religious institutions in building community resilience

We discussed briefly as to how religious institutions can play an important role in disaster
management in different phases such as in disaster response and in disaster preparedness.

There is an urgent need to advance the research and critical dialog on how the religious

22 Rivera, J. D., and Nickels, A. E. (2014). “Social Capital, Community Resilience, and
Faith-Based Organizations in Disaster Recovery: A Case Study of Mary Queen of Vietnam
Catholic Church.” Risk, Hazards & Crisis in Public Policy, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 178-211.

Acknowledgement: This article was extracted and adapted from a report produced for the study by
the authors on “the role of faith-based organizations in disaster response - a case study in Sri Lanka
and Pakistan”, supported by Humanitarian Innovation Initiative of Brown University, USA. The
views expressed are of authors and in no way reflect the views of the stakeholders of the study.
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institutions including religious leaders can become a crucial part in building community
resilience beyond disaster preparedness and response. The need for existing framework at
the national level on community resilience to disasters to include religious institutions as
key stakeholders in building resilience at all levels, particularly at the community level,
where there is a certain level of influence towards positive outcomes by religious
institutions and leaders in faith-oriented societies. The need for constructive dialog in a
common platform underlining the humanitarian and rights based guiding principles has
been felt more than ever before, since the social mechanisms and dynamics has become

more complex in the recent decades
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As Catalysts for Disaster Resilience:
Experience Sharing from Pathfinders in Indonesia

Kyriakos Ersantukides Erlan®
Program Department, DRA Indonesia?®
Correspondence: kyriakoserlan@gmail.com

Abstract

Globally, our societies are rich with local faith communities (LFCs) for very
long time. Children and youths of the local churches like Pathfinders have the
capacity to communicate effectively to the wider community and their
involvement in DRR would ensure their safety. Their vulnerability can be
reduced, and resilience enhanced when they have access to resources and
information, are encouraged to participate in disaster preparedness and
response activities and can access personal and communal support. Given the
chance to participate in DRR, they can contribute greatly before, during, and
after disaster events. This group of population is understudied and largely
excluded in practices. However, there are more evidences suggesting that
children and youths want to be actively engaged, and when they are involved,
numerous ways of contributions children and youths can bring to disaster
preparedness, response, and recovery processes. As Pathfinders, children and
youth have been serving the communities as pillars of hope and catalysts for
disaster resilience. This was an urgency to harness the potentials for
increasing the resilience of local churches and their engaged communities,
enhancing the relevance of the church in the communities, and maximizing
the efficacy of working through a well-established network across and within

communities.

Key Words: LFC, child, youth, engagement, disaster, catalyst, resilience,
Pathfinder

23 Adventist Development and Relief Agency — ADRA, author affiliation as per paper submission
on 31 July 2019
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Introduction

Global children and youths®* population is growing rapidly as seen in the current trends
where number of adolescents ages 10 to 19 years old will rise to more than 1.3 billion by
2030, an 8% increase from today.?® Indonesia’s children now number approximately 83
million, or one-third of the country, which is the fourth largest child population in the
world.?® Annually, estimated disaster-affected Indonesians are 600,000 people which many
of whom are children. Long-term monitoring indicates hydrometeorological hazards create
around nine-tenth disasters.?’” Exacerbated by the geographic population spread across
17,000 islands and over 5,000 km of west-east distance, such disasters are likely to occur
more frequent due to impacts of climate change.?® Located on the Pacific “ring of fire” and
flanked by 3 tectonic plates (Pacific, Eurasia and Indo-Australia), Indonesia is second-
most country in the world for vulnerability to disasters, with more volcanoes and higher
rates of earthquake with threatening potential tsunamis than any other countries, as well as
floods, landslides, whirlwinds and droughts. This means that each year, more children and

youths are exposed to climatological extremes.?® What a critical moment in history!

Indonesian Disaster Risk Index (IRBI) data in 2013 identified, out of 496 districts / cities,
322 (65%) at high risk, 174 at medium risk, and 136 centres of national economic growth
must be protected.®® Responding to these indexes, one of the key strategies of BNPB

(Indonesian National Disaster Management Authority) is to improve community

24 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child defines a “child” as “a person below the

age of 18, unless the laws of a particular country set the legal age for adulthood younger.” For the

purposes of this paper, “youths” were defined as young adults ages 19-35.

% https://data.unicef.org/resources/a-future-stolen/. Accessed July 29, 2019

%6 https://kemenpppa.go.id/index.php/page/read/25/1587/profil-anak-indonesia-tahun-2017; and
https://www.unicef.org/indonesia/what-we-do. Accessed July 31, 2019

27 Detailed data available on http://www.dibi.bnpb.go.id

Bhttps://ktin.setneg.go.id/simpuu/file/MULTILATERAL/UN%20BODIES/CPAP%20UNICEF%2
0Indonesia%202016-2020.pdf. Accessed July 29, 2019

29 Fletcher, Sarah, Robin S. Cox, Leila Scannell, Cheryl Heykoop, Jennifer Tobin-Gurley and Lori
Peek. (2016). “Youth Creating Disaster Recovery and Resilience: A Multi-Site Arts Based Youth
Engagement Research Project.” Children, Youth and Environments 26(1): 148-163. Retrieved
[July 31, 2019] from: http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=chilyoutenvi
through https://www.iaem.org/portals/25/documents/Y outh-Creating-Disaster-Recovery-and-
Resilience-Multi-Site-Arts-Based-Project-2016.pdf

% https://bnpb.go.id/uploads/publication/612/IRB1%202013_Resize.pdf; and
http://kawasan.bappenas.go.id/images/data/Kegiatan/Berita/14122016/Penurunan_IRBI_Indonesi
a.pdf
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preparedness and resilience and align with Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(SFDRR), Priority 3: Invest in DRR for resilience. BNPB encourages the private sectors
and community organizations, such as religious institutions and their networks, partners or
members, to be actively involved. A new paradigm is needed, from disaster response into

disaster risk reduction, towards more resilient communities.

Efforts to protect the most vulnerable must be scaled-up. Local communities usually rely
on faith leaders and actors as part of their coping mechanism. Local faith communities
(LFCs) are key to DRR localization, resilience-building and humanitarian actions because
they are among those defence frontlines in preventing avoidable disasters. Also, they are
first responders in emergencies providing shelters during evacuation, basic needs (foods,
water, bedding, clothing) for the affected, and social capital for healing and recovery.®
Joint Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) statement for the GPDRR 2019 accounted that as
“FBOs & LFCs are deeply rooted in local populations and global communities with a
unique reach to people living in poverty and vulnerability through their development,

humanitarian, diaconal and spiritual actions.”3?

Traditionally, dominated by top-down relief efforts, filled with command-and-control
response agencies like police and military, disaster management is assuming children and
youths are passive victims with no role in communicating risks or preventing and
responding to disasters. Child-centred disaster risk reduction (CC-DRR) is a radical
departure—a new approach involving fostering the children and youths, both in groups and
as individuals, to work towards making their lives safer and communities more resilient to
disasters.®®* They should be meaningfully and ethically engaged, and their views
incorporated into all stages of DRR programming. The Children’s Charter for DRR was
developed in 2011 in consultation with over 600 children in 21 countries, outlining their

top five priorities: safe schools and uninterrupted education; child protection before,

3 https://actalliance.org/act-news/faith-actors-call-for-increased-local-resilience-to-disasters/.
Accessed July 29, 2019

32 https://actalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Joint-FBOs-Statement-for-GPDRR-FINAL-
with-logo-17052019.pdf. Accessed July 29, 2019

3 Mitchell, Tom, Katharine Haynes, Nick Hall, Wei Choong, and Katie Oven (2008). “The Role of
Children and Youth in Communicating Disaster Risk.” Children, Youth and Environments 18(1):
254-279. http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cye. Accessed July 29, 2019 from
https://www.iaem.org/portals/25/documents/The-Roles-of-Children-and-Youth-in-
Communicating-Disaster-Risk-2008.pdf
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during and after a disaster; the right to participate and access information; safe community
infrastructure, and relief and reconstruction that reduces future risk; and DRR that reaches
the most vulnerable.® To achieve greater resilience to disasters, their voices are required to
be heard and recognized as central to improved DRR. Despite the risks, they frequently

demonstrate resilience in the face of extreme adversity.®

Body

ADRA Indonesia in 2017 began working with the Adventist Church for disaster education
and increasing the capacity of local Adventist congregations and ADRA representatives in
10 disaster-prone areas. ADRA, BNPB and Adventist Church signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Disaster Management for 5 years.*® Under this MoU, ADRA and
BNPB have facilitated Adventist churches to understand the implementation of disaster
management in Indonesia. The partnership strategy aimed to (1) increase Church
preparedness through mobilization of trained volunteers, (2) increase effectiveness and
efficiency of emergency response aligning with procedures and criteria for activating
National Emergency Response Plan (NEMP) of ADRA Indonesia, and (3) effectively
mobilize church resources in DRR actions to the surroundings or other needed areas.
ADRA Indonesia in partnership with Adventist Church and BNPB, run projects called
ABCD (ADRA, BNPB and Church for Disaster Risk Management, 2017-2018) and
CRACP (Community Resilience through ADRA and Church Partnership, 2018-2019). A
validated, evidence-based faith-based partnership “model” with practical field-tested

manuals are available via online platform® for building church and community resilience-

3 https://www.childfund.or.jp/about/pamphlet/CCC_Implementation_Guidelines.pdf. Accessed
July 29, 2019

% Mudavanhu, Chipo, Siambalala Benard Manyena, Andrew E. Collins, Paradzayi Bongo,
Emmanuel Mavhura, Desmond Manatsa (2015). “Taking Children’s Voices in Disaster Risk
Reduction a Step Forward” Int J Disaster Risk Sci (2015) 6:267-281
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs13753-015-0060-7.pdf. Accessed on July 29,
2019

% Signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) took place during National
Working Conference of BNPB-BPBDs from all over Indonesia at Yogyakarta, 23" February
2017. Watch at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8BIJzsDG6s

37 Alternate links on bit.ly/iwcr2019-works or https:/sites.google.com/site/iwcr2019/building-
community-resilience-through-faith-based-partnership
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building programs at a country level. Co-creation model® exercises were designed to
capture and collage shared learning and experiences from different parts of the world to

identify good practices.

The program started with online course on Disaster Risk Management (DRM)3°, ADRA’s
Pathfinder Honor Facilitator Training and followed BNPB Basic Disaster Management
Training. Enhanced by building partnerships with various government agencies such as
Regional Disaster Management Agency (BPBD), Ministry of Education’s Disaster Safe
School Unit and the Fire Fighting Squad, local congregations of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church were educated and mobilized, especially those involved in community services,
youth, scouting or Pathfinder, hospital and health services, and education. Throughout
2017-2019, Pathfinders and Master Guides, were involved in carrying out disaster safe
school programs, innovating and installing inclusive early warning system research and
deaf-friendly hospital, developing online and classroom DRM training sessions and
researches conducted at churches and Pathfinder clubs, planting mangroves, installing
absorptive bio-pore holes, and cleaning canals at riverside areas, and raising funds for
emergency responses. In addition, by consulting and inviting BNPB through Directorate of
Community Empowerment and the Training Center (InaDRTG / Indonesia Disaster Relief
Training Ground), ADRA Indonesia has initiated an ongoing education and training for
Church members, youths and children, and the Deaf communities. In times of disasters,
Pathfinders were involved in the operations of Mount Agung Eruption in Karangasem
(Bali), flood in Jakarta residences, Lombok Earthquakes (West Nusa Tenggara),
Earthquake, Tsunami and Liquefaction at Palu-Sigi-Donggala (Central Sulawesi), Sunda
Strait Tsunami in Pandeglang (Banten) and Flash Floods in Makassar and Gowa (South

Sulawesi) and Bengkulu—southwestern Sumatera.

Furthermore, we have been mainstreaming faith-based partnerships in a unique approach,

like the first-of-its-kind event with spirit of unity in diversity, the National Congress on

% An International Workshop on Community Resilience (IWCR) 2019 with field trips held in
Jakarta on 25-28 March 2019 produced a report of the co-creation model of collective work on
the common interfaith partnership principles and shared experiences on best practices, called
FAITH IN ACTION WORKS: Building Community Resilience through Faith-based
Partnerships. You can contact ADRA Asia (Mark Webster at mark@adraasia.org) or ADRA
Indonesia (Kyriakos Erlan at kyriakos@adraindonesia.org) for inquiry of the document.

% See https://elearning.adraindonesia.org
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Indonesian Sign Language in Disaster Management was conducted by The Unspoken
Ministry—an Adventist community serving the Deaf people in Indonesia—in partnership
with GERKATIN (Indonesian Deaf Society Welfare Movement), the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, ADRA Indonesia, and BNPB. Unfortunately, at the end of the congress,
Central Sulawesi Earthquake, Tsunami and Liquefaction happened. Though it was
mourning the whole congress participants, there was a Central Sulawesi Deaf delegate
cried out and with the help of Indonesian Army, he was prioritized to be transported the
next day to his hometown to meet his family members. During emergency response period,
the Deaf community in Central Sulawesi was gathered and informed of current situation
and plans with the assistance of TUM. Mostly, this is driven by the fond of Pathfinder Sign
Language Honor and compassion to the Deaf communities for their rights including

disaster resilience.

One sample from a local Adventist church in Warakas, North Jakarta, where fire and
flooding are two common disasters for the region. To protect the church from fire and for
the increased safety habits of local vendors around the church, trained Pathfinder leader
stood up and preached also conducted series of disaster management class before his own
congregation and challenged them to serve the surrounding community through disaster
preparedness sessions. In fact, the community leaders, ignited by Pathfinders’ efforts,
applauded the local church suggestion and planned for a continuous “Disaster Response
Resident” program. What a brilliant solution for community resilience! There are more
success stories to tell when we allow our children and youths in our churches become

leaders in community resilience.

The presentation is a proof how LFCs have been investing in children and youths to serve
as resilience catalysts. As Pathfinders are being nurtured by the Seventh-day Adventists in
building resilience, it involves child and youth capacity—knowledge, skills, attitude and
practices—and capability, the ability of Pathfinders to make decisions to involve and make
‘the change’ in their local, regional and global settings. Pathfinders exist in almost all
Seventh-day Adventist presence around the world and there are at least basic and advance
skills (honor insignias) to acquire in the fields of disaster management. Other Pathfinder
skills can be integrated to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation

(DRR/CCA) contexts such as community assessment, community service, community
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development, nature conservation, weather, red alert, basic life support and
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), fire safety, camping skills, refugee resettlement,
hunger relief, conflict resolution, and so on. Thus, this approach has been promoting a
culture of resilience—AKU TANGGUH (I am Resilient, in English), where LFC children

and youths are leading for social innovations.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Historically, researches and studies in child-and-youth-related disaster resilience have been
underrated. This group of population is also largely excluded in practices. However, in this
millennial era, there are more evidences suggesting that children and youths want to be
actively engaged, and when they are involved, numerous ways of contributions children
and youths can bring to disaster preparedness, response, and recovery processes. As
members of Pathfinder scouts, they have been serving the communities as pillars of hope
and catalysts for disaster resilience. Based on the recent experiences through ABCD and
CRACP projects in Indonesia, we can conclude that child and youth involvements through
Pathfinder clubs in mitigation, preparedness, disaster responses and recovery are clearly
mapped out into these three domains.

1. Creating a faith-perspective, preparedness learning from the religious and
spiritual resources can help children and youths to understand basic
characteristics of various disasters and holistic concept of disaster
management. DRM cycle and resilience is so commonly found in the Christian
Bible that using it as basis eases to help building awareness and mobilizing local

faith community resources.

2. Children and youths are so curious, receptive and creative in dealing with new
things like disaster mitigation and preparedness which are lack in education
and practices, yet they need to learn in the ways most comfortable for them.
Providing Pathfinder classes on disaster management with honors (skill insignias)
has shown that learning is fun and resilience education crucially needs special

treatment.

39



3. Children and youths are compassionate and have the capacity to help
themselves and their communities mitigate and be prepared before any
disaster strikes through social actions and community services, even during
and after emergencies or disasters. This can be seen repeatedly through several
church-and-community mitigation programs and preparedness drills, and
responding and fundraising at various disasters which can be sustainably adopted

for long-term approach and further initiatives.
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Guest Article

Disaster Management according to Hindu way of Life

Swami Aksharatmananda
President, Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo
Correspondence: rkmcey@gmail.com

Abstract

This article outlines the Hindu perspectives of disaster management, both in
disaster prevention and response. The Hindu Building Science is described as
a tool for prevention of disasters. It provides some examples on how Rama
Krishna Mission has been involved in disaster management activities. It
highlights the Hindu philosophical meaning of helping those in need through
the teaching of Service to Humanity is Service to God (Manava Sewa
Madhawa Sewa).

Key words: Vastu Sastra, Rama Krishna Mission.

Hinduism has got its Building Science known as Vastu Sastra. It enumerates many
techniques regarding house construction right from the foundation level. If one follows
these methods, the damage due to natural calamities will be minimum, But we can see that
no body follows these methods. Not even latest technologies. So, constructing huts and
similar shelters are not according to Vastu Sastra. So, there is a clear way of prevention of

damage in Hinduism giving way to disaster management.

In Hindu scriptures, there are many guidelines regarding health and hygiene. People
should wash their legs before entering the house when they return from outside. The same
thing is followed when one uses the toilets. Sometimes it is advised to use different
minimum clothes while going to toilets. Not only that, after using the toilets, they have to
wash their feet also before entering the house. This helps to maintain cleanliness to the
maximum level. Regarding drinking water purification also, filtering techniques are

prescribed. These habits can help during post disaster period also.

A sloka mentions certain simple methods for maintaining cleanliness at personal level.

“Vastraputam pibrt jalam.”
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One incident — rather a case study, can be stated here, though it is not strictly preventive
in nature but it is regarding the post calamity work, but it requires some preparedness in
the minds of social workers who work with us. In one place which is prone to floods and
cyclones so people have got some experience in how the relief work is done. So when their
area was hit by cyclone, the volunteers of that area who had previous experience,
approached us for help. We told them to proceed with the work and we will help from
behind. Further we told them to collect some donations also from philanthropist from that
area. They did the hose to house survey, assessed the damage and made a list of
articles/relief materials to be procured. Further we helped them to purchase also from
wholesale shops who used to give maximum discount to us. On that day when we went for
distribution, everything was ready. Not only materials, but even the stationery etc. required
for preparing records were also ready. And all the work was done with an attitude of
worship. No distinction of cast or creed. This is an example of trained workforce/
volunteers. These volunteers even take leave from their offices/ departments to do this

service. This can be adopted in other places also.

When a relief work is undertaken, many times we have to work with other organisations
also. Sometimes we have to work with other religious/cultural organisations also. The
society may contain a mosaic of different religious and cultural groups. Basically, the
Hindu way of thinking is of acceptance of other religious faith also as part of society.
Unless they are disturbed by political elements, the society is ready to live with different

type of people.

Hinduism being a polytheistic religion, having many Gods and Goddesses within its fold,
has got an advantage of accommodating people of other faiths. Though there is a negative
side of this background, having fanatics quarrelling within its sub-divisions, it has come

down nowadays.

The Ramakrishna Mission is an organisation which preaches and practices religious
harmony from its inception. When religious harmony is the normal practice, then cultural
and linguistic harmony is natural out come as a way of life. In the past Ramakrishna
Mission has worked in many relief works of various types and in different parts of India

and Sri Lanka. Those who participated in these operations had no problems in dealing with
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different groups and the work was done so systematically and smoothly, the organisation
has earned a good reputation for working in disaster management, particularly in post
calamity relief works.

When help is given, it was done as a worship to God, who is the in-dweller of all beings.
So, the attitude of work is of reverence and not of superiority of doing some work, at least
during calamities. This is the philosophy of work done by the people. Hence the cross-

cultural dealings are smooth.

It is known as Shiva Jnane Jiva Seva means serving a Soul (Man) as if he (the Man) is
Lord Shiva (a God) himself, or Manava Seva Madhava Seva means Service to Humanity is
Service to God. When service activities are done in this spirit, the inter-cultural relations

will be cordial.

References:
e "GOLDEN PRINCIPLES OF VASTU SHASTRA
Vastukarta". www.vastukarta.com.

e Bhagavad Gita
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Guest Article
The Root Cause of Environmental Crises

B K Brijmohan
Sri Lanka Raja yoga Meditation Center
Correspondence: ruwan12940@gmail.com

Abstract
This article examines the phenomenon of Climate Change from a naturalistic
approach, as common to many indigenous and religious belief systems,
especially to the Vedas, the basis of Hinduism. How human greed leads to
climate change is examined from an inner point of view. Befriending with
nature is recommended as a solution for the current environmental crisis.
Keywords: Environmental crisis, climate change, Vedas, creation, mother
earth
Climate change is a grave threat faced by humankind. Changes in the environment --
reportedly due largely to greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere by human activity
-- threaten to make earth uninhabitable for humans. Today, man and nature seem to be
struggling to survive each other. It was not always so. Earlier, people were close to nature.
They studied natural phenomena minutely, and watched in awe the creation, change and

destruction caused by forces of nature, and so they attributed divinity to nature.

Myths from nearly every part of the world featuring gods and goddesses of trees, rivers
and mountains are expressions of the value that the ancients attached to nature, and their
gratitude for the sustenance it provided. The Vedas contain hymns glorifying the earth as
mother, and extolling air, fire and water for their power and the services they render to
humans. It was understood that the well-being of the planet depended on conserving each
of its constituent elements, so people took from nature only what was needed, not more.
This kind of harmony between man and nature is one of the characteristics of Satyug, the
Age of Truth, described in Hindu texts.

People in ancient societies were more in touch with spiritual truths. Consequently, spiritual
values such as purity, peace and generosity found expression in their actions, and they
were not beholden to material desires. Over time, material inclinations began to inform

human actions, and that changed man’s relationship with the natural world.
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The unnatural climate change we are experiencing is the manifestation of a change in the
climate of human minds over the past several centuries, whereby reverence for nature has
given way to unbridled greed. The quality of the environment is shaped by the quality of

our consciousness.

Industrialisation provided the motive and the means for plunder of the earth for profit.
While nature can replenish itself to sustain life, the mercenary appropriation of its
resources and unchecked pollution of the environment has overwhelmed its capacity to do
so, destroying the ecological balance that allowed countless varieties of creatures and

plants to live on this planet for millennia.

Man’s greed lies at the root of the environmental crisis facing us today, and the solution to
it is with each one of us. We can adopt lifestyles that encourage need-based consumption,
sharing of resources, and minimum wastage. Simple acts, such as use of public transport,

and recycling, can make a big difference when done by large numbers of people.

Planting trees is another way we can help heal the wounds man has inflicted on the planet.
Trees support life in many ways, absorbing and storing carbon, producing oxygen, and
providing a habitat for a wide variety of creatures.

When people begin to make ‘green’ choices, industry will follow suit. But for this to
happen, there needs to be greater environmental and spiritual awareness. When we become
mindful of the environmental cost of our actions and realise that taking from nature has its

karmic consequences, we will make more enlightened decisions.

Only by befriending nature can we achieve lasting well-being for everyone. This
friendship will yield life-giving succour and prosperity without poisoning our bodies or

destroying the only home humankind has in the entire universe.

(Republished with permission from the author)

References:
e Vedas

e B.K. Brijmohan. “The Root Cause of Environmental Crises”. Times of India.
28.12.2016.

e https://www.speakingtree.in/article/the-root-cause-of-environmental-crises.
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Spiritual Reflections on our Relationship to the Environment
Living with Simplicity:

e Seeing myself as a trustee of the Earth, I use my time, money and
other resources wisely and carefully.

e Living a simple life gives me the time and space to appreciate the
wonders of this world.

e Focusing on my needs, rather than wants or desires, reduces the
pressure on myself and the environment.

e When I de-clutter my mind, heart and possessions I see more
clearly what is going on in this world.

Being Unlimited:

=  When I connect with my spiritual essence, I see everything from a
new perspective. Feeling part of an amazing global family, I act
accordingly.

= When I go beyond the artificial divisions of gender, race,
culture and religion, I am moved to care about the whole
human race.

= Thinking outside the box enables me to challenge old paradigms and
create new and powerful solutions.

= Seeing the connections between myself, others and the environment
I am inspired to make a real difference in the world.

Being Positive:

= Knowing the powerful impact my thoughts can have on others and
the environment, I choose to create a positive mindset.

= Empowering thoughts for the self and others are the foundation for
world transformation.

= Seeing the benefit in every situation, however challenging it may be,
I grow in wisdom and compassion.

Respecting Life:

= Recognizing the uniqueness, wonder and beauty of my own nature
enables me to treat all living beings with consideration and care.

= When I align with my true values, Nature becomes a friend to
support, rather than an object to exploit.

= Treating everyone one and everything with consideration and care
fills me with contentment and satisfaction.

Walking the Talk:
e When I remain true to my inner values and follow my conscience,
my actions bring benefit to many.
e When my thoughts, words and actions are as one, I can move
mountains.
e Being authentic, I am able to open the hearts and minds of others
and inspire them to action.
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Opening the Heart:

e Practicing compassion and forgiveness enables me to heal the heart
of the world.

e When I connect with the environment in all its many forms, my
heart opens like a flower and I feel at one with everything.

e Love for Nature and humanity is the foundation of all my actions.

e Realising that I am the creator of my own reality, I choose to make
a positive difference in the world.

e When I connect with my inner qualities, virtues and powers, I am
able to perform wonders.

e My capacity to help create a sustainable future expands enormously
when I tap into my spiritual power.

e Knowing that a vegetarian/vegan diet substantially reduces my
carbon footprint, I happily do my best to avoid eating any type of
meat or fish.

e \Vegetarian/Vegan food, cooked with love, nourishes my whole
being and contributes to the health and future of the planet.

e Believing in non-violence and a sustainable future, I naturally
choose to eat locally-sourced, organic fruit and vegetables
whenever possible.

Following Your Dream:

e The more powerful, positive and detailed my vision of the future,
the more likely I am to achieve it.
e Thinking about how I would like the world to be gives me the
enthusiasm and courage to make things happen.
e IfI do not follow my dreams, how will they come true?
Feeding the Soul:

e Time spent alone in reflection or meditation gives me the strength
and wisdom to deal with life in more positive, peaceful ways.
Silent reflection helps me to connect with my deeper values and
find the strength to live by them.

Spending time in the company of nature calms my mind, opens my
heart and enables me to be a better global citizen, mindful of the
impact of my choices.

5

www.eco.brahmakumaris.org
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Guest Article

Islam and Unity in Diversity

Ash-Shaikh Muhammad Azhari Muhammad Ziyard (Ar-Rilwani)!
INational Network Project Coordinator
All Ceylon Jamiyathul Ulama
Correspondence: ziyad@acju.lk, ziyardacjul43@gmail.com

Abstract

The Islamic faith and the belief system is a strong unifying factor among
Muslims despite their outward differences. Islam emphasizes the need of
avoiding any type of hardship towards fellow human beings. Faith can have a
powerful unifying role in trespassing all worldly diversities. The role that
brotherhood plays in human relations is critical. The piety is reported as the
only acceptable factor which could make a person superior from another. The
lesson of tolerance, forgiveness and cordial social relations as per the Islamic

teachings are highlighted.

Keywords: Muslims, Islam, Unity, Euality of Mankind, Code of
Living

All Muslims are brothers of one another on account of sharing the same set of beliefs,

though they may differ greatly from one another in outward features.

The believers are brothers in faith. So make peace and reconciliation between your
brethren. And fear Allah so that you may receive His mercy. O Believers! Let not some
men among you laugh at others. It may be that the latter are better than the former. Let
not some women laugh at others. It may be that the latter are better than the former.
And do not criticize one another, nor call them by offensive nicknames. It is bad to
commit sin after professing belief. And those who do not repent are wrongdoers. O
Believers! Avoid suspicion as much as possible. For in some cases suspicion is a sin. And
do not spy on and backbite one another. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of your

dead brother? You would abhor it. And fear Allah. Allah accepts repentance and is
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Most Merciful. O mankind! We have created you from a single pair of a male and
female. And We have made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one
another. The most honored of you in the sight of Allah is he who is the most pious of
you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted with all things. (Al-Hujurat
49:10-13)

Avoiding any harm to fellow human beings is the main concern of this code of conduct for
social life. The passage opens on a note of human fraternity and unity. Equally significant

is the point that the passage concludes with the same message of mankind’s unity.

Declaration of Unity

While discarding all notions of kinship based on ethnicity, language, color or caste, the
Qur’an asserts the bond of faith as the unifying force. All Muslims are brothers of one
another on account of sharing the same set of beliefs, though they may differ greatly from
one another in outward features. This characteristic of Islam prompts an Orientalist to
concede the point:

‘A Muslim is Muslim first and a Turk, an Afghan, or an Arab afterwards, and this is no
mere formula or figure of speech.’

Instead the vast assemblage of peoples and of tongues to whom the Prophet of Arabia, by
teaching them to worship the One True God, has given a bond of union stronger than any

tie of blood or nation.

Equality of Mankind

History bears testimony to the fact that Muslims as a community have demonstrated
numerous instances of solidarity, cutting across barriers of race, color or language. In so
doing, Muslims act on the following hadiths regarding the bond of unity to be found in
Islam: The Prophet said, “None of you has faith until he desires for his brother what he
desires for himself.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) In the same vein is his other observation:

“To abuse a Muslim is an evil deed, and to fight him, an act of unbelief.” (Al-Bukhari)
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That Islam inculcated this ideal of the equality and unity of all Muslims among its
immediate addressees —the Arabs— is all the more striking in view of the fact that the Arabs
of the day were very particular about their clan identity, tribal pride and ancestral fame.
The ideal of social equality, as professed and practiced by early Muslims, was the key to
the phenomenal spread of Islam across all parts of the world. The exploited and the
deprived reeling under yokes of bondage saw Islam with its teachings and practice of
equality and fraternity as their champion and warmly embraced it in large numbers.

On the import of the opening verse of the passage M. Manazir Ahsan makes this
perceptive comment:

The basic idea which Islam wants to bring home is the equality of mankind and the
establishment of all relationships on the basis of faith; a relationship which stands above
that of blood.

If a blood relationship stands in the way of Islam, it is to be rejected in favor of faith. The
Qur’an does not turn a blind eye to the human weakness of quarrel, dispute and even war.
Accordingly, it exhorts Muslims to make peace among hostile individuals or groups. Of
special note in this context is the Qur’anic use of the expressions “brothers in
faith” and “fear of Allah”. Even while mutual relations among some Muslims are
strained, they should not forget that they are essentially brothers of one another.

They should sort out their differences in a brotherly manner, characterized by affection,
love and sincerity. Moreover, they should realize all along that Allah, their supreme Lord,
constantly watches them. Any injustice done by either party cannot escape His notice. It
will, however, provoke His anger and punishment which will destroy them wholly.

They should therefore desist from doing any wrong to fellow Muslims and behave only in
such a way as may earn them His mercy. The main idea of Muslim brotherhood
adumbrated in the verse is elucidated in several hadiths, of which the following are cited as
instances in point:

“Believers are to one another like the bricks in a building, in which every brick is
supported and strengthened by another.” (Al-Bukhari)

Believers represent a single body in terms of their mutual love, kindness and affection. If
one part of the body is hurt, the entire body feels its pain. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The life, property and honor of one Muslim are sacred for other Muslims.
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Perfect Code of Living

This declaration of the unity and equality of mankind is interlinked with the above cited
prohibition against mocking, reproaching and nicknaming others and of suspicion, slander
and backbiting. For one indulges in the above out of one’s own false pride and sense of

superiority.

The Qur’an therefore, stresses the truth that all men and women are equal. Piety alone
makes one superior to others. Given this, one should refrain all the more from hurting and
harming others. The same note of social justice, and human equality and fraternity is to the
fore in the Prophet’s sermon at his farewell pilgrimage when he addressed a huge
congregation of Muslims at “Arafat: “No Arab is superior to a non-Arab and no non-Arab
has any superiority over an Arab. No black has any superiority over a white person and no
white over a black one. Piety alone confers superiority on one. All men are from Adam

and Adam was made of clay.”

In the Qur’anic passage above the emphasis is on building cordial, happy social relations
among men and women, regardless of their affiliations. The directives aim at forging and
sustaining a mutually helpful and trustworthy community life, ensuring peaceful

coexistence among all members of society.

Social justice is the distinct message of the passage. It seeks to infuse such virtues which
guarantee a happy, peaceful life for everyone. It resounds with a strong plea for a tension-
free society, without social, emotional and psychological strains. The lesson of tolerance,

forgiveness and cordial social relations is unmissable.

If these directives are followed sincerely, we may construct a happy and peaceful society,

free from public disorder and the resultant tendencies of violence and revenge.
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Making Your Place of Worship
Better Prepared Against a Terrorist Attack
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Abstract

Terrorists have no moral values. Violent attacks by religious extremist have
been reported in many parts of the world, including the Easter Sunday attacks
in Sri Lanka. This paper draws in fourteen steps from the practice of disaster
and emergency preparedness to be adopted by the places of worship in

preparation for a terrorist attack targeting them.

Key words: Place of worship, terrorist attacks, preparedness, preparedness

plan, violent religious extremism

Terrorists have no morals or values. Places of Worship are traditionally open for anybody
to come and pray. Hence, they become soft targets of terrorists. Violent attacks have been
witnessed in Places of Worship recently across the world, in addition to the Easter Sunday
attacks in Sri Lanka. Here are some steps that we can take to keep our Place of Worship
Safe:

1. Gauge your Risk!

Have a meeting of the religious leaders, administration and volunteers of your Place of
Worship, to review the security. Let everybody share their fears and concern, but make
sure that the meeting ends with some tangible results, which will be enacted on the next
day of the religious service. Any preparedness activity must be based on the level of risk,
however, in the difficult times that we are going through right now, it may be safe to
assume a high level of risk in the preparedness. Discuss with the local police station about

arranging security for the Place of Worship.
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2. Think as a Terrorist for a Minute!

We know it is odd, but that’s what we meant! Have a large sheet of paper, sketch your
Place of Worship and its surrounding and imagine how a terrorist or a group of terrorists
would attack if they wanted to. Think about different types of attacks: suicide bomber,

mass shooter or bomb placer.

3. Think as a Security Expert!

Now change your shoes! Think for a minute, as to how to prevent a possible terrorist
attack, keeping your mind, what a terrorist might think, as you have done in above step 2.

4. Secure the Perimeter.

As a team, walk around the perimeter of the place of worship and identify weak points
where a terrorist would enter. Think about simple methods to improve security. For
example, if the parapet wall or the fence is broken, this would be an ideal time to repair it
immediately.

5. Check your Place of Worship before opening

Every day, before the opening of the Place of Worship to the public, have a thorough
check, inside as well as the surrounding. If any suspicious object or person is found,

contact the police immediately. Have a roster of volunteers to assist with the checks.

6. Have a Security Checkpoint.

Have a security checkpoint before the worshippers enter the Place of Worship. The
security checkpoint must be a reasonable distance away from the gathering of people,
inside or outside the Place of Worship. Ensure the privacy of the worshippers. Ensure male
and female checking areas. Only have a limited number of persons at the checkpoint, so

that if an explosion occurs while checking, the damage is reduced.
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7. Limit the Number of Entrances.

More entrances mean more security checkpoints. Try to have one or a few entries, with a
security checkpoint. In contrast, clearly, identify two or more exits. Before the religious

service, inform people about the emergency exits.
8. Issue an identity card to your members.

This may be a good time to issue an identity card to the members of your Place of
Worship. However, this may not be possible in huge congregations which attract persons
from many parts of the country. If you want to invite visitors, it is better to have a separate
place where the person who asks the visitors could verify them. The identity of random

visitors should be checked.
9. Limit the vehicle entry.

Limit the entry of vehicles into Places of Worship. Vehicles must be thoroughly checked
before entry. Police, triforces or security personnel can help in this regard. If they are not

available, the volunteers could be trained by a qualified person.
10. Advice the worshippers to bring minimum baggage.

More baggage means more checking. It is advisable to the congregations to bring no or
minimum baggage. Any offering that is brought must be wrapped in transparent wrapping

and must be examined before the entry into the Place of Worship.
11. All must not worship or pray.

During our pray or worship, we are going into a meditative status of mind where our five
senses are shut down! This is good from a religious point of view, but this may be an ideal
opportunity for the terrorist! Hence, throughout the worship or prayer service, some
volunteers must be vigilantly taking care of the environment, without listening or taking
part in the service. Have you seen, when the president or prime minister is addressing a

gathering, how his personal security guards behave? They do not listen to him or look at
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them, but they are continuously on alert for any suspicious person or suspicious behavior.

These volunteers can join in a separate service, after having handed over their roles.

12. Strengthen your volunteers.

Your volunteers can be a great asset in any emergency or disaster, terrorist attack being no
exception. They all should have important skills such as First Aid, Fire Safety and
Psychological First Aid. Make this difficult time to equip them with these critical skills
through training. In addition, it is a useful preparedness practice to have a first aid box at a
Place of Worship. Of course, it has to be big! You can use a large plastic container to store
your first aid material. Also, take a moment to see if the fire extinguishers are in working

condition and are not expired.
13. Make a safety culture at your Place of Worship

It is a recommended practice to have a security briefing before each worship session. Some
points to be mentioned are emergency exits and gathering places, what to be done in case

of seeing a suspicious person or incident and what to be done in case of a fire.

If there is a suspicious object or an incident such as a fire, shooting or explosion, the
evacuation routes as well as gathering places must be identified. The evacuation routes, as
well as gathering places, must be identified.

14. Know the emergency contact numbers
It is good to have the emergency contact numbers displayed in your place of worship. Use
this template to document and display the emergency contacts

Fire Service Department Colombo - 110, 0112422222

Disaster Management Center Hotline - 117

Police Emergency Hotline - 119

1990 Suwaseriya - 1990

Bomb Disposal - 0112434251

National Hospital of Sri Lanka - 0112691111

Your local Police Station S ———— (add here)
Your local Hospital S ———— (add here)



15. Conduct a desktop exercise

Once you have a plan and enhanced the preparedness, you can conduct a desktop exercise.
In a desktop exercise, the religious leaders, administration of the Place of Worship and the

volunteers will discuss each and everyone’s responsibility in case of an emergency.

Places of worship are places of mass gathering. Due to the large number of elements at risk
present, the people, the risk at places of worship are high. Hence, preparation of a place of
worship for a terrorist attack could be a critical investment when considering the reduction
of risk. In addition, it could be the blue print for making places of worship better prepared
for multiple hazards, beyond terrorist attacks.

References:
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“Faith is taking the first step even when
you don’t see the whole staircase”

Martin Luther King Jr.
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