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What is a Disaster?
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What is a Disaster?

A serious disruption of the
functioning of a community
causing widespread human,
material or environmental
losses which exceed the
ability of the affected
community to cope using its
own resources
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Disaster types

❑ Extraterrestrial - Asteroid collision

❑ Internal Geo-dynamic processes- Earthquake, 
tsunami, volcanic eruption

❑ External geodynamic processes - Landslide, soil 
erosion

❑ Hydro meteorological - Floods, Tropical storms, 
drought

❑ Ecological / environmental- Pollution, crop 
disease, 

❑ Epidemics - SARS, HIV / AIDS, Avian Flu

❑ Technological- (Industrial) accidents

❑ Conflicts - War, land mines, terrorism

Hazards are purely natural

Hazards are purely man-made
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Why and How Does a Disaster Occur?
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Why & How does a Disaster Occur?

Hazard

Disaster 
Impact

Vulnerability

If an emergency is not managed well, 
it can become a disaster
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Disasters
Disasters may be called natural or human-made

Depending on what triggers them – nature or 
human induced hazard

It may be slow or rapid onset.
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Natural Hazards

• Floods, droughts, fires, landslides, earth tremors or 
earthquakes, storm surges, coastal erosion, 
cyclones, and epidemics of diseases or pests, 
Tsunami
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Human- induced Hazards

• Ethnic, national or international conflicts or other accidents 
that release industrial toxins into the environment, fires, 
transport accidents, or from industrial explosions. 

There are primary & secondary disasters also.



11

Disasters – comes in all shapes and sizes

• Disasters can be at different magnitude

• When does a traffic accident become a disaster

• Disasters can be at different scales

• Individual-family-community-municipality…. world

• Disasters can be fast or slow

• Is desertification a disaster? Is water pollution a disaster? 

• Disasters can be predictable or unexpected

• Recent Indian Ocean Tsunami, China Earth Quake



Disaster Development Link
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Trends observed during past 3 decades

• What are the key emerging disaster trends and their 
impact?

❑ Increase in the number of natural disasters events 
(tripled)

❑ Increase in the number of affected population

❑Decrease in the number of death due to these disasters 
(halved)
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DRM and Development

• “Natural disaster risk is intimately 

connected to processes of human 

development . Disasters put development 

at risk….the development choices made by 

individuals , communities, and nations can 

generate new disaster risk BUT…human 

development can also contribute to a 

serious reduction in disaster risk”

• - UNDP, 2004



15

What is the disaster-development link?

❑ Development initiatives- may reduce or increase disaster risks

❑ Disasters- may slow down development but also may provide 
opportunities
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Development can increase 
vulnerability
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Development can 

reduce vulnerability / 
increase capacity

Disaster can set back 

development
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Disasters can provide 
development opportunities
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Disaster and Development Relationship
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Collaboration
Coordination

Complementary
Community Service



#DRR #OnlyTogether


